
 TEXTILE MACHINERY MANUFACTURERS’ ASSOCIATION (INDIA)

MUMBAI

Minutes of the meeting of the Executive Council of the Association held 
at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, 28th June, 2013 in the Conference Room of the
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Leave of Absence:
Leave of absence was granted to Sarvashri Prakash K. Bhagwati, J. Anand, Pratik Bachkaniwala, Anirudh Kajaria, Bhargav A. Patel, Jayesh P. Bhatt, K. M. Thanawalla, N. K. Brahmachari, N. Subramaniam, Trilochan Singh Sahney, Kinnar Desai and Mehul Trivedi.
Chairman, Shri S. Hari Shankar while extending a warm welcome to the members to the meeting, expressed regret for postponing the meeting due to unforeseen circumstances. 
1) CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:

The Chairman stated that the minutes of the meeting of the Executive Council held on 21st February, 2013 was circulated among the members and no comments have been received by the Secretariat.
The minutes were confirmed with the concurrence of the members present.

2) FISCAL MATTERS

a. Union Budget Proposal for 2013-14 – Post-Budget Memorandum (2013-14)
The Chairman informed the members present that the highlights of the Union Budget for the year 2013-2014 were circulated among all members of the Association, inviting comments on the same. 

He stated that In the Budget the basic customs duty on textile machinery, parts and accessories had been reduced from 7.5% to 5% against Sr.No.390 (List 29) of Notification No.12/2012-Cus as amended by Notification No.12/2013-Customs dated 1st March, 2013.

The excise duty on all items of textile machinery, in general and specified machinery in particular remained unaltered at 12% and 6% respectively. There was no change in the rate of Service tax i.e. at 12%.
Shri Hari Shankar stated that the Association submitted its Post Budget Memorandum for 2013-14 to the Union Finance Minister and the concerned Ministries/Departments for their consideration/recommendations. TMMA requested reduction of excise duty on all types of textile machinery and its parts/ components and accessories to 8%. This will help not only the textile machinery manufacturing industry but also the textile industry. It was requested to roll back the import duty on textile machinery at the earlier level of 7.5% in general and 5% on specified new machinery. Reduction of customs duty on all dedicated parts, components and accessories & spares of shuttleless looms (including dobby and jacquard) and other machinery at nil duty was also recommended.
The Council noted the same.
b. Foreign Trade Policy 2009-2014 – Annual Supplement :
The Chairman informed that the Annual Supplement to the Foreign Trade Policy had been announced on 5th June, 2013. The highlights concerning the Textile Industry/TEI had been circulated to all members. 

It was pointed out that there were no specific announcements made on the TEI.
The Council noted the same.

3) REVIEW STATUS/ PROGRESS OF TEI
I. Production, Import & Export – Market Intelligence
a) Provisional Production data for the year 2012-2013

The Chairman drew the attention of the members to the provisional production data of textile machinery, parts and accessories for the year 2012-13. He mentioned that there had been an overall decrease of 4% in production over the corresponding period of the preceding year. He then invited the views of the members. 
Each member present in the meeting expressed their views on the present condition of the Textile Engineering Industry in respect of orders, production and delivery etc. 
Shri Dipak Shah, Kusters Calico Machinery Pvt. Ltd. stated that during the last few months the condition of the processing machinery sector was not very encouraging in India. There was no significant improvement in order book position. Exports were doing reasonably well. However, domestic sales were not very encouraging.

Shri R. Rajendran, Lakshmi Machine Works Ltd. stated that since last few months the textile engineering industry had slightly improved especially on export front. Domestic sales were also ok. As far as South India was concerned especially in Tamil Nadu the power position had also improved. During the last few weeks there had been no power cut. As far as investments were concerned, there had been some improvement. Some new projects were coming up. All were waiting for TUFS clearance. Allocation had also been indicated in the current financial year, still disbursements had not been committed. The banks were not willing to sanction loans. Overall the industry climate was looking up for some investment especially in States like Gujarat, Maharashtra followed by Punjab and MP which had announced their own Textile Policies. These policies were investor friendly and had interest subsidy schemes which could benefit the industry. 
As far as the Textile spinning industry was concerned there was always some order book problem. But main problem was the delivery of machinery ordered. During good times they took delivery but in other times they deferred the same.
By and large on the export front also especially in Asia and Oceania region, there was some sort of encouragement. As far as bottom line was concerned there was lot of pressure as the input costs are going up. The exchange fluctuation was a very big crisis for the industry and there was a need to stabilize. The growth this year perhaps might see a marginal improvement as compared to last year.
Shri B. D.Udeshi, Yamuna Machine Works Ltd. stated that domestic orders were good especially in the last six months. There was substantial order book position in exports.
Shri Vinod Patil, Rieter India Pvt. Ltd. stated that there was good order book position and announcement of state policies like Punjab and Baroda could be a boost to the Textile Industry. They were expecting similar kind of announcements from other States.
Shri Juneja, Kirloskar Toyota Textile Machinery Pvt. Ltd. stated that the spinning market was not as good as in earlier six months. The enquiry remains only on paper and was not converted into orders. Banks were not sanctioning the loans. As per the TUFS was concerned the UID was not being issued. Textile Policy led by Gujarat and Maharashtra was considered as good on paper but was not being converted into orders. Further, orders were there but lifting of machines was a big concern.
Shri S. Chakrabarty, Secretary General stated that recently he had met Dr. K. S. Rao, Union Textile Minister and explained to him about the difficulties of the units due to the suspension of TUFS. He pointed out that if the Government had not taken any proactive measures on the TUFS announcement, the 50% of the units would close down due to the financial difficulties. Dr. Rao stated that he would have a meeting with the banks so that more loans are sanctioned to the textile industry under TUFS. He had assured that the TUFS would come into effect in a short period of time.

Shri V. S. Thumar, Alidhra Weavetech Pvt. Ltd. stated that in the synthetic textile sector there was no much improvement. Major capacity increase by spinner level had not improved due to which capital goods had also been going down. The Gujarat Government policy was very good on the paper but yet nothing had materialized. Looking into the last three months enquiry level, if TUFS circular was issued within the one month’s time, then it would be a lot of boost to the new industries. 
Shri P. C. Basu, Delux Bearings Ltd. stated that domestic orders were good. They were doing very well in the six months in the exports. They had substantial order booking.

Chairman, Shri S. Hari Shankar stated that at the moment, things are looking good as compared to the bad position last year. Accessories and replacement products were looking good. Still lot of textile mills might make progress in the latter part of the year if TUFS was going to come. 
Shri R. S. Bachkaniwala, Palod Himson Machines Pvt. Ltd. stated that the synthetic sector was not doing well. There was no value realization in finished products. There was a also a slowdown in last four months but things had started improving. As far as Gujarat textile policy, Gujarat was definitely attracting huge investment in spinning. There was lot of ginning capacity in Gujarat. Most of the ginners were going into backward integration. That was how there was no real good investment in spinning units. There was a need for a proper policy for investment into spinning sector. Spinning industry would be taken seriously in Gujarat. Weaving would pick up. Surat was heavily investing in modern weaving in this year. People were upbeat about in new investments. Processing was slack. We had excess capacity in processing. The kind of equipment they picked up had all locally made cheap machine, organized sector was unable to have the real market share it wants.
Shri Udeshi stated that there were some improvements which had to be done for small manufacturers of processing machinery. The unorganized sector was eating into the domestic manufacturers market. He added that in processing machinery up gradation had to be done on machine to machine basis then we might be able to compete in the international market.

Shri Amirsh Dalal, Dalal Engineering Pvt. Ltd. stated that order book position was good. There were lots of orders from Maharashtra, Gujarat, Tirupur. Lots of units were closing down.
While discussing on the market, export, import and world scenario Shri R.S. Bachkaniwala stated that Rs. 7,000 crores worth of goods could be sold in the domestic market. We needed to form a strategy to reach this goal. Our strategy should be very focused. We had been projecting a demand of total 10,000 crores since many years. We should have 80-90% share of the market. We must have a very strong strategy to improve our market share. We would have to see collectively how we could improve ourselves as far as machinery for textiles as well as technical textiles. We should make concerted efforts to supply the quality machines. China was saturating in terms of investments in textiles and textile machinery. If we were not in a position to act at this stage our share would come down from Rs.6,000 crores to Rs. 2,000 crores.

He suggested that the TEI should try to improve ourselves by its’ own efforts and develop new products by in-house R&D to achieve the target set for the year 2015-16. For this, we would have to draw up a strategy and not be dependent on the Government which might or might not give assistance.
This was noted by the Council.

b) Data on import of textile machinery, parts and 

accessories for the period April 2012 to February 2013
The Chairman drew the attention of the members to the statement showing the data on import of textile machinery, parts and accessories for the period April 2012 to February 2013 as received from the Directorate General of Commercial Intelligence & Statistics, Kolkata. He informed that the import during the above period was Rs. 9,279.87crores. 
He mentioned that based on the import data obtained from the private source for 2012-13, the import was Rs.10,002.91crores. 
The Secretary General stated that the private data showed that it was over Rs.10,000 crores. It might be due to rupee value depreciation. At the same time, our exports also had gone up and that was a good sign. 
Council noted the position.
c) Data on export of textile machinery, parts & accessories
 for the period April 2012 to February 2013 :

The Council was informed that the export data of textile machinery, parts & accessories for the period April 2012 to February 2013 as received from the Directorate General of Commercial Intelligence & Statistics, Kolkata was Rs.1,430.30 crores. However, the data obtained from the private source for the year 2012-13 was Rs.1,493.08 crore. 
While discussing about exports of textile machinery, parts & accessories to Pakistan, the Chairman informed that most of the items were permitted to be exported to Pakistan except Flat tops and some critical parts. Ring spinning frame as well as other textile machinery items were also allowed to be exported. 

Council members opined that the export of textile machinery items to Pakistan would be improved since the Government’s trade relationship with Pakistan was better now.

II. Progress of TUFS

a) Status of disbursement of TUFS 
The Council noted the segment-wise progress report of the applications received, amount sanctioned and disbursed up to 27.3.2013 under the restructured TUF Scheme. 
b) Disbursement under 20% CLCS Scheme of TUFS :
The Chairman stated that as per the data available from the Office of the Textile Commissioner as on 31.3.2013 an amount of Rs. 63.25 crores had been disbursed from 528 applications during 2012-13.
The Council noted the same.
III. First Meeting of CII National Committee on Capital Goods & Engineering

The Chairman stated that the first meeting of the CII National Committee on Capital Goods and Engineering was held on 5th June, 2013 at New Delhi under the Chairmanship of Shri M. S. Unnikrishnan, Chairman, CII National Committee on Capital Goods and Engineering to review of the Status of the Industry and to discuss Policy Issues to be taken for the year 2013-14. The meeting was followed by an interactive session with Shri Sutanu Behuria, Secretary, DHI to understand the views of the CG members pertaining to their respective industry and seek solution. Shri S. Hari Shankar, Chairman, TMMA, The Secretary General and Jt. Secretary attended the meeting.

The following details of the meeting were brought to the notice of the Council:
“During the meeting, Shri Unnikrishnan apprised the Secretary regarding the burning issues that were pegging the industry, particularly the second hand machinery import, FTAs, inverted duty structure etc. The Secretary gave a patient hearing to the problems and said that he would like to recommend the matters to the concerned departments as and when the comprehensive details were presented to him. He, however, opined that the department responsible for the final action should be approached and pursued by the CII in all matters. At the end Shri Unnikrishnan suggested that a PR agency needs to be engaged and all the associations should contribute for its engagement.”
Members deliberated the above position in respect of PR agency in detail. Shri Bachkaniwala opined that there was an absolute need for political lobbying through MPs to achieve our goals. There was no way other than to spend a substantial sum of money for lobbying through them.

This was noted by the Council.

IV. Meeting of the TAMC

The Council was informed that a meeting of the Industry Associations & representatives of the Industry was held on 16th April, 2013 in the Office of the Textile Commissioner, Mumbai under the Chairmanship of the Jt. Secretary (TUFS), Ministry of Textiles on the projected investment plans under TUFS for 2013-14 & sectorial subsidies.
The Association sent a note on ‘Formulation of Expenditure Plan 2013-14’ for TUFS to the Office of the Textile Commissioner for consideration at the TAMC meeting. It was also requested to continue TUF Scheme subject to certain modifications for consideration. Shri Ketan Sanghvi, Laxmi Shuttleless Looms Pvt. Ltd. attended the meeting on behalf of TMMA and aired the views of the Association.
It was understood that the note for the Cabinet Committee had been prepared and forwarded. It was expected that the GR for TUFS would be issued by end of June 2013 or during the first fortnight of July 2013.

Council noted the same.

V. Meeting of the Textile Committee
The Council was informed that the 111th meeting of the Textiles Committee was held on 8th May, 2013 in Mumbai. Since the Chairman could not attend the meeting, the Secretary General of the Association attended the same.

4) ACTION POINTS/PLANS FOR TMMA DURING THE YEAR/NEXT YEAR - 
 SEMINARS/ WORKSHOPS/ CONFERENCES & OTHER ACTIVITIES
I. PROJECTS
a) Technology Development in Capital Goods Sector - Shuttleless Loom Development Project

The Chairman informed that the Indian Capital Goods Sector faced several constraints. The Government of India would like to assist the Industry in bridging the technology gaps. For this a number of alternatives could be deployed. Some could be policy incentive, facilitation, technology funds, risk capital, venture capital, interest subsidy, investment allowance, setting up technology development infrastructure, technology development on contract, technology mission, international technology tie-ups etc.

The following details were brought to the notice of the Council:
“There were series of meetings held with the officials of DHI, IIT and the loom manufacturers in the last 2-3 months. A brain storming session of stake holders of Presidents & Secretary Generals of Industry Associations and Chambers of Commerce relating to the Capital Goods and also R&D heads of Institutions and major Capital Goods Companies was held on 21st March, 2013 in New Delhi under the Chairmanship of the Secretary, Department of Heavy Industry.

Two meetings have already been held in IIT Delhi and IIT Chennai. Another meeting was held on 2nd May, 2013 at IIT-B, Mumbai under the Chairmanship of Shri Harbhajan Singh, Joint Secretary Department of Heavy Industry. The purpose of these meetings was to seek cooperation of IITs to address technology issues persisting with the Indian Capital Goods Sector. 
The DHI was in process of detailing a scheme to address technology and industrial infrastructure needs. The meetings were called for intervention of IITs to address technology needs. So far, the Department had interacted with IIT, Delhi, Chennai, Mumbai and Kharagpur. It had become clear that these IITs had knowledge which could be utilized by the industry.
A number of technology gaps had been identified by a Planning Commission Working Group chaired by Secretary, Heavy Industry. Imports in the sector were increasing. Therefore, the proposed scheme had a strategy to indigenize the imports by induction of technologies. IITs were amongst some of the important sources of technology. The industry and IIT had been invited to specify those technologies which could be developed in collaboration. 
A meeting of the officials of DHI with IIT Mumbai and the loom manufacturers was on 14th May, 2013 at IIT-B, Mumbai, regarding proposal for modernization of technologies of CG Sector vis-à-vis textile machines including development of high speed shuttleless rapier loom in India.

TMMA organized an "Interactive Session” of DHI officials with the Loom Manufacturers from Surat on 15th May, 2013. In it a discussion was held about the problems of the TEI viz. TUFS Benefits & Challenges, Custom & Excise Duty Anomalies, Refund under EPCG License Holders Scheme, Benchmarking Bottlenecks, Problems in liaison with local Government representatives etc. It was desired by the DHI officials that a concept paper on shuttleless loom development project should be prepared and submitted to the Government by 31st May 2013.”
The Council noted the above position.

Besides, the issues of Skill Development and R&D efforts; development of Common Facility Centers in Surat for improving indigenous technology; and enhancing relevant human resources for the industry were also discussed.

Inputs from Delux Bearings:
While discussing the technology, Shri P. C. Basu, Delux Bearings Ltd. stated that the Indian Machine Tool Manufacturers Association also adopted the similar thinking and tried to improve the performance of machine tool manufacturing industry by themselves. There is a need to evolve a bench mark in that particular area.

The matter was deliberated and everybody felt that there was a need to improve the present level of technology and though Government’s assistance was necessary but the industry must gear up to improve the situation. Automation was the order of the day and the industry should try to make machines on par with other sophisticated modern machines of European origin.

Shri R. S. Bachkaniwala stated that in weaving, it was decided to develop a common product as there had been lack of volume. User industry’s argument was always that if TEI developed the technology, textile industry would buy from it. Today TEI was not in a position to supply the same to the user industry as there was no volume. If a small group of manufacturers could decide to join hands together, a product could be developed with the help of an Institute like CMTI by way of reverse engineering. There was no need for the research of the basic technology. China had done the same thing. After development, the same product could be given to 8-10 manufacturers (members of the group) and they would decide among themselves what an individual manufacturer would manufacture. Preferably it would be for the individual manufacturers to market their product. A platform should be created. A product of higher technology had been narrowed down which would be manufactured in this way.

The Ministry of Heavy Industries & Public Enterprises, Department of Heavy Industry had agreed that the day TEI would be ready with the product and able to give a guarantee to produce definite number of machines per annum they would recommend banning second hand machinery in weaving machinery sector. This would be only way to bring in other foreign investors to come to India. This kind of strategy should be worked out.

Smt. Seema Srivastava, Executive Director, India-ITME Society stated that TEI’s technology should be of the top most level as per the user industry’s requirement. We should develop our own technology or strengthen the technology through research institutes working out where the technology was weakest. We could encourage the PhD. & Research students through Scholarship and send them to the overseas Textile Institutes to acquire the latest technology and contribute the same to our industry. In this way we might develop our own technology in 4/5 years’ time.

Council noted the same.
Shuttleless Loom Development Project

The Chairman informed that a consortium of shuttleless loom manufacturers was under formation for the development of high tech high speed shuttleless rapier loom in the country. In this regard, two meetings with the loom manufacturers were held in Surat on 15th May and 31st May, 2013. Subsequently the consortium was being formed. A concept paper for the project and the MOU to be signed by the consortium of members were prepared. 
A meeting of the DHI with IIT Mumbai and the textile machinery manufacturers was held on 8th June, 2013 at IIT-B, Powai, Mumbai regarding proposal for modernization of technologies of CG Sector vis-à-vis textile machines including development of high speed shuttleless rapier loom in India.

In order to finalize the terms and conditions of the MOU and a detailed project report (to be submitted to the DHI on or before 31st July 2013), another meeting of the loom manufacturers was convened on 17th June, 2013 at Surat. 

Shri S. Chakrabarty informed that there had been a series of meetings with the Department of Heavy Industry with participation from our industry as well as other capital goods sector industries and different IITs viz. IIT, Mumbai, IIT, Delhi, IIT Chennai, IIT, Kharaghpur. Now loom manufacturers were trying to emulate with some of the approaches which could be done through a consortium approach. It was intended to take up a powerloom project with IIT, Mumbai through a consortium approach. However, the same was not possible due to poor infrastructure as on date. The IIT, Mumbai had taken up the project of aerospace and medical research through consortium approach successfully. Hence it was thought that the same could be done through CMTI. For this purpose, a meeting was scheduled on 5th July, 2013 in Bangalore to have an interaction with them and to get things done through them. The Government had assured 90% funding for this project if the manufacturers could be able to do this. Further, action would be initiated after the visit. It was necessary for the Council’s approval for the initiative taken by TMMA.
This was approved by the Council.
b) Common Facility Center (CFC)

The Chairman informed that TMMA had been associating with Surat Engineering Vikas Association (SEVA), Surat for establishment of a Common Facility Centre in Surat. The Government funds were available for such a project. The matter got delayed duo to the non-availability of land at a reasonable cost. 
Shri Bachkaniwala explained that one of the impediments in establishing a common facility center was availability of land. Now a different approach was adopted by tying up with a private University and an MOU was being signed with them. He mentioned that UT University at Bardoli near Surat had agreed to provide land for the Common Facility Centre. They had promised 5 acres of land and would bear the building cost. Now it was going to be a tripartite development effort with SEVA, UT University and TMMA. 
The Secretary General met Shri Kamal Dayani, Industries Commissioner Government of Gujarat on 23rd May, 2013. He encouraged setting up of a Common Facility Centre and requested TMMA to take the lead in this matter. He promised to extend financial help for the above Centre. It was necessary for the Council to approve this project.
This was approved by the Council.
c)  Capital Goods Sector Skill Development Council

The Council was informed that the Ministry of Heavy Industries & Public Enterprises had decided to form a Capital Goods Skill Development Council in consultation with National Skill Development Council (NSDC). A meeting of the Capital Council was held on 2nd May, 2013 at Larsen and Toubro, Powai, Mumbai. Shri Prakash Bhagwat, Vice Chairman, had become the Governing Council member. 
The Secretary General informed that the Capital Goods Skill Council had been formed and it had been registered under the Society’s Registration Act on 19th June, 2013. This skill gap study had been done and reviewed and the final report had been circulated. In the last meeting, six job roles had been identified for finalizing National Occupational Standards (NOS). The first initiative after NOS was to approach the existing Institutes for the skill development. The Institutes would be helped by giving some funds for acquiring more equipment (skill oriented) for better training. The number of technicians who were retired or due to retire in the near future could be listed and they could be trained as trainers to work with the training institutes located in the nearby areas. The minimum qualification of such persons should be at least Diploma Engineers.
The Council noted the same.
d) Development Council Meeting for Textile Machinery Industry

The Ministry of Heavy Industry desired that a meeting of the Development Council be organized shortly. There was a need to fix up a suitable date. However, the issues were needed to be finalized for such meeting. So far, many actions were being undertaken by the association. It would be premature to hold a meeting at an early date.
This was noted by the Council.
II. OTHERS
a) ITMEX AMERICAS, Sao Paulo, Brazil - 2-5 April, 2013
The Council was informed that the EEPC India had organized an India Pavilion at the 11th International Textile Machinery Trade Fair – ITMEX Americas held from 2-5 April, 2013 in Sao Paulo, Brazil. After concerted efforts & follow ups, TMMA could convince 11 exhibitors from India to participate in this show. 

However the Exhibition was not up to the standard probably due to poor marketing & branding efforts of the organizers in Brazil and the rest of Latin America. It was clubbed together with two other exhibitions with partitions. Due to the poor footfall at the show, TMMA along with EEPC India, and 110 Chinese companies represented the concerns of all the Exhibitors. After the persistent efforts of TMMA and EEPC India, the organizers had reimbursed up to 98% (68% for independent exhibitors from China) of the stall charges to the exhibitors.

TMMA also convinced EEPC India that all these exhibitors should not only get their refund, but also the MDA claim if they were eligible. In the first week of June 2013 TMMA disbursed these refund cheques to the 10 exhibitors. 

b) International Conference on Challenges facing Indian Cotton

The Council was informed that TMMA in association with the Textile Association (India), Ahmedabad Unit organized an International Conference on Challenges facing Indian Cotton on 9th and 10th April, 2013 in Ahmedabad. It was an interesting Conference which generated a lot of curiosity and enthusiasm among ginners, spinners, traders, academicians, students and the Government who had participated in the Conference. The Seminar also envisaged installation of 4 million spindles in Gujarat State during the 12th Five Year Plan. The highlights of the conference have been circulated among the members.

Through this activity, TMMA had made some financial gain as the spinning machinery manufacturers members contributed handsomely for this event.

c) TEXCELLENCE 2013

The Textile Review organized the 7th National Conference on Indian Textile and Allied Sector ‘TEXCELLENCE 2013” on April 26-27, 2013 in Ahmedabad. The theme of the Conference was Indian Textile Industry: Excellence through Innovations. The Conference was aimed to debate on a gamut of contemporary issues of importance on textile sector by eminent authorities, experts and professionals in the sector. Thus the event was considered as one of the leading national platforms for exchange of ideas on technology, innovation, policies, export and import, branding and marketing, case studies etc. The Association supported the Conference. The Joint Secretary attended the Conference.
d) Gears, Motors & Controls @ Techindia Expo 2013
The International Trade and Exhibitions India Pvt. Ltd., Mumbai organized the 3rd Gears, Motors & Controls @ TECHINDIA EXPO 2013 from 3 – 5 May 2013 at the Chennai Trade Centre, Chennai. TECHINDIA was positioned as an ideal platform for manufacturers, suppliers, end users and experts from across industries to meet and explore business opportunities. By grouping technologies and applications under one roof, TECHINDIA 2013 allowed for buyers from across industries to better navigate their way around the show. TMMA supported the Exhibition.
These were noted by the Council.

5) TEXTILE MACHINERY EXHIBITIONS :

The Chairman drew the attention of the members on the Textile Machinery Exhibitions to be held in the near future.
6) ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 

a) TMMA Export/ R&D Awards

The Chairman informed that the Association had received 14 nominations for Export Awards and 3 nominations for R&D Awards. The nominations were evaluated by the Jury constituted by the Association at its meeting held on 28th June, 2013 and announced the following winners of Export and R&D for 2012-2013 under different categories:

Export Awards for 2012-13
I) Apex Export Award for Textile Machinery and Parts 

 (i) Rieter India Pvt. Ltd.,
 Pune
II) Segment Export Awards 
(i)  Textile Machinery Sector

Kusters Calico Machinery Pvt. Ltd., 

Baroda

(ii) Parts & Accessories of Textile Machinery
InspirOn Engineering Pvt. Ltd., 

Ahmedabad

(iii) Testing & Monitoring Equipment Sector
Premier Evolvics Pvt. Ltd., 

Coimbatore

III) Special Export Awards 
(i)  Spinning Machinery Sector :

 Kirloskar Toyota Textile Machinery Pvt. Ltd., 
 Bangalore
(ii) Weaving Machinery Sector :

Peass Industrial Engineers Pvt. Ltd.,

Navsari

(iii) Processing Machinery Sector :

Dhall Enterprises & Engineers Pvt. Ltd.,
Ahmedabad
(iv) Textile Machinery Parts & Accessories Sector :

Lakshmi Card Clothing Mfg. Co. Pvt. Ltd.,

Coimbatore

(v)  N.E.S. – Jute Machinery Sector :

Lagan Engineering Co. Ltd., 

Kolkata

(vi) Small Scale Sector – Machinery Sector
Meera Industries (P) Ltd.,

Surat
 R&D Awards for 2012-13
1) Lakshmi Machine Works Ltd.,

 Coimbatore - for development of ‘COMBER LK 69” & “SWIFT FLOC LA 21”
2) Kusters Calico Machinery Pvt. Ltd.,
 Baroda – for development of “KNIT DYE PADDER”. 

The Council noted the same.
b) TMMA Website
The Council was informed that the renewal of TMMA Website was complete and ready for Council’s valuable feedback. Currently work of editing and uploading of various news, articles, publications, notifications and event information was going on. The TMMA Secretariat had gone through a day’s training programme about the entire back-end work to keep updating the new website for everyone’s benefit. The features of the new website were explained to the members.
c) Quarterly e-Zine Magazine of TMMA

The Council was informed that TMMA circulated its second quarterly e-Zine through its online Content Management System for first time to all the members. Members were requested to support this magazine and contribute in the upcoming issues by giving information on their important programs/ events, press releases and technical articles on textile engineering industry.
The Council noted and appreciated the above initiatives.
d) Outstanding Membership Subscription for 2013-2014
The Council noted the list of outstanding membership subscription for the year 2013-14 i.e. up to 15.6.2013 tabled at the meeting and advised the Secretariat to issue reminders to the concerned members to settle the dues.
e) Membership
i. Conversion of Membership from Associate to Ordinary

The Council was informed that A.T.E. Enterprises Pvt. Ltd., Mumbai was an Associate member of the Association and would like to convert their membership to Ordinary membership. The approval of the Executive Council members had been obtained by circulation. 
The Council ratified the decision taken by circulation to admit A.T.E. Enterprises Pvt. Ltd., Mumbai as an Ordinary Member from 2013-14.

ii. Admission

The Council considered the applications of Laxmi Shuttleless Looms Pvt. Ltd., Ahmedabad and Zeon Belts Pvt. Ltd., Jalandhar for temporary membership under the category Associate Member (Manufacturer) for two years. They had been admitted to membership from the year 2013-14. 
f) Audited Statement of Accounts for the year 2012-13 :

The Council members accorded their approval to the audited Statement of Accounts and the Balance Sheet for the year 2012-13.

g) TMMA Budget for 2013-2014 :

The Council accorded its approval to the budget for the year 2013-2014.

h) 53rd Annual General Meeting of TMMA
The Chairman informed that the 53rd Annual General Meeting of the Association would be held on 7th August, 2013 at Hotel Vivanta - Taj President, Mumbai. The Secretariat was trying to get a suitable person as the Chief Guest. The name of the Chief Guest will be intimated to the members later. 
The Council noted the same.
i) Next meeting of the Executive Council :

The next meeting of the Executive Council would be held at the time of the Annual General Meeting.

7) ANY OTHER MATTER :

a) Proposal for renting/ sale of existing TMMA office premises
The Council was informed that the BMC has increased the property tax by 3 to 5 times from 1.4.2010 to 31.3.2013. The maximum tax rate was between Rs. 5/- to Rs.11/- per sq.ft. per month. 
After some discussion, it was decided not to sell the existing premises but to give it on rent. The Council constituted a Sub-Committee consisting of Shri Dipak N. Shah and Shri Amrish Dalal to look into the matter. Further action will be taken on the matter at the next Executive Council meeting.
b) Felicitation of Shri Patrick Fernandes, Deputy Secretary on completion of 25 years of service in TMMA 

The Council was informed that Shri Patrick Fernandes, Deputy Secretary had completed 25 years of unblemished and dedicated service to TMMA. His services are needed to be appreciated and rewarded with a token presentation. It was decided to felicitate him and give him an appropriate token of appreciation at the time of the 53rd AGM. Council vested the power to the Chairman for the felicitation.
The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair.

SECRETARY GENERAL CHAIRMAN

Date : 16.07.2013
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